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Vendean rebellion. Brittany, Anjou, and Poitou had heard
the news of the events of August 10 in Paris without dis-
satisfaction, and the peasants would probably have allowed
matters to go on in their regular course, but for the decree of
February 24, by which 300,000 men were to be raised for the
wars on the frontiers, and by which also, if sufficient volunteers
did not present themselves in every village, conscription was
to be resorted to. Sunday, March 10, was the day fixed for
the drawing of these new conscripts, and on that very day the
peasants in many villages rose against the republican com-
missioners who were sent to superintend the drawing of the
lots. In some places murder was committed by the peasants,
notably at the little town of Machecoul, on the borders of
Anjou, where an ex~Constituant, named Maupassant, was
killed by the inhabitants.1 The attempt to enforce the con-
scription on March 10 was followed by a general rising among
the peasants of the five departments of Brittany, and the
three northern departments of Anjou and Poitou. In the
beginning the movement resembled that of 1789, for castles
were again stormed and archives burnt. The same men who
had led the risings of 1789 again led the risings of 1793, and
the peasants were no more moved by religious motives in
1793 than in 1789. When the outbreak took place, six deputies
were on mission in the disturbed districts. Billaud-Varenne
and Sevestre were at Rennes, Fouch6 and Villers at Nantes,
Choudieu and Richard at Angers. Under their influence
Brittany was rapidly pacified. Geneial Canclaux, an officer
of the ancien regime who was in command at Brest, speedily
quieted Lower Brittany. General Beysser marched out from
Rennes and occupied the little town of Roche-Bernard, where
a municipal officer, named Sauveur, had been cruelly murdered
by the inhabitants, and established order in his district. But
the most extraordinary expedition of all was one made by the
National Guard of Vannes, which of its own accord marched
through all the troubled villages in its vicinity, and even took
and garrisoned the town of Rochefort. By April 1 the
1 Le District de Machewul, by A. Lallie.